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exploded at his feet. While Corporal Dewey 
was being treated for his wounds, another gre-
nade was thrown that landed at the squad’s 
position. Corporal Dewey grabbed the grenade 
and covered it with his body in order to protect 
his fellow soldiers. For his efforts, Corporal 
Dewey was the first person to receive the 
Medal of Honor from President Dwight D. Ei-
senhower on March 12, 1953. 

Corporal Dewey stands as a shining exam-
ple of bravery and determination that all Amer-
icans strive toward. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Corporal Duane Edgar Dewey 
for his service to the United States of America. 
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STEVE STINSON 

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the life of Southwest Washington 
native, Steve Stinson. After battling an ad-
vanced form of Leiomyosarcoma for more 
than two years, Steve passed away at the age 
of 52 on July 17, 2014. 

As a family man, small forest owner, and 
friend to countless people across our state, 
Steve encompassed the very essence of 
Southwest Washington. Alongside his father, 
Doug, Steve ran the Cowlitz Ridge Tree Farm 
in Toledo providing for multiple generations of 
the Stinson family. As President of the Family 
Farm Forestry Association, he was a tireless 
advocate for living off the land and preserving 
the beauty and history of natural resources. 
While his tenure was certainly not short of 
challenges Steve approached each of them 
with the positive attitude and vibrant person-
ality so many of us admired. 

Mr. Speaker, I have been lucky enough to 
work with Steve throughout my time in Con-
gress, and my deepest sympathies and pray-
ers are with Steve’s wife, Lou Jean and all of 
his loved ones. While hundreds of folks in 
Southwest Washington are sad to see another 
angel depart for heaven, we can take some 
comfort in knowing the lasting effect Steve 
Stinson had on so many lives. 
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IN MEMORY OF CHRIS BILLA 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
memory of Chris Billa of Park City, KY. Only 
26 years old, Chris lost his battle with cancer 
on July 14, 2014. 

Chris was a son, father and brother. But 
many knew Chris as a local firefighter. Despite 
having his own personal battle with cancer, 
Chris continued to battle the fires in our own 
community. 

WBKO, a TV station in Bowling Green, KY, 
named Chris a ‘‘Hometown Hero’’ in October 
2013. In an interview with the station at the 
time, Larry Poteet, Deputy Chief said, ‘‘He’s 
not changed. If anything has changed about 

him its made him put everybody in front of him 
more, and I just don’t know how he does it.’’ 
It was Chris’s commitment to serve his com-
munity and decisions to put others first that 
rightly caught the attention of so many. 

While a community is in mourning, we are 
all lucky to have shared this earth with Chris. 
I am grateful for his passion for life and his 
desire to serve our community. We will miss 
him and are thankful for his service. 
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THE HUMAN RIGHT TO WATER 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, water is a 
human right. I applaud the recent decision to 
suspend Detroit’s water shutoffs for 15 days to 
enable residents to demonstrate financial 
hardship. This is a first step in preventing a re-
gional public health crisis and protecting the 
basic rights of Detroit residents. 

I submit the following editorial from the De-
troit Free Press, which makes the case that 
recent water-shutoffs, which have been imple-
mented with little or no warning to households, 
are wrong-headed and shortsighted. 
[From the Detroit Free Press, July 21, 2014] 

ENDING DETROIT’S WATER SHUT OFFS A GOOD 
START 

On Monday morning, the Detroit Water 
and Sewerage Department announced that 
it’s calling a 15-day halt to an aggressive 
shutoff campaign that has left an unknown 
number of Detroiters without water. 

It’s a start. 
The department has about 137,000 delin-

quent residential accounts totaling about $75 
million, and about 10,000 delinquent commer-
cial accounts worth about $23 million. 

Folks who can pay should pay what they 
owe. But department officials have to accept 
that some Detroiters just can’t pay—and fur-
ther, that the department itself has created 
an expectation in customers juggling bills 
that it’s OK to prioritize other debts. If the 
water department’s goal is to get, and keep, 
delinquent customers current on bills, 
ramping up shutoffs with no warning to rate-
payers was a wrong-headed, shortsighted 
way to proceed. 

After weeks of public protest, harsh words 
from the United Nations, the federal judge 
overseeing Detroit’s bankruptcy and this 
newspaper’s Editorial Board, the department 
seems to get it. 

Department officials say they plan a city-
wide advertising blitz, complete with out-
reach to community groups and churches. 
That’s excellent news, but outreach must be 
paired with concerted efforts to match im-
poverished residents with financial assist-
ance to pay up and stay current. 

The department should also consider in-
come-based partial amnesty for ratepayers 
who are truly unable to catch up, or com-
paring data with social service agencies to 
identify customers who are in need of assist-
ance. 

The department must also identify vacant, 
abandoned homes and target those first. 
There’s little excuse for cutting off water to 
families as a cost-saving tactic when empty 
buildings are flooding. 

We’ve been told, confidently, by the folks 
in charge that no one who honestly cannot 

afford to pay is being deprived of service; 
that’s overconfidence at best, and outright 
dishonesty at worst, as documented in Free 
Press reporter Patricia Montemurri’s story 
about conditions in the city this weekend. 

Some adherents of the department’s shut-
off campaign have dismissed fears that dis-
connection from clean water and modern 
sanitation could lead to a public health cri-
sis, noting that the vast majority of delin-
quent account holders pay up promptly and 
have water restored. But let’s consider the 
reality of this situation: If just 10% of the 
ratepayers currently delinquent are unable 
to pay to have service restored, we’re talking 
about more than 10,000 residents. It’s terrible 
public policy. 

All of this against the backdrop of the 
city’s bankruptcy, and the department’s ef-
forts to clean up bad debt in an attempt to 
make a regional water authority more at-
tractive to suburban county executives. 
(Though let’s also keep in mind that aides to 
Oakland County Executive L. Brooks Patter-
son wrote in a February report to the Oak-
land County Commission that ‘‘stoppage of 
water and sewer service for tens of thousands 
of fiscally distressed members of the system 
is unacceptable policy and one the Oakland 
County executive will never support.’’) 

Detroit is a poor city. About 38% of resi-
dents live in poverty. Our unemployment 
rate is twice the national average. It’s time 
to talk about what our goals are, and 
rethink how we deliver water. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE OCCUPATION OF 
CYPRUS 

HON. RICK LARSEN 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker, 
July 20th marked the 40th anniversary of Tur-
key’s invasion of Cyprus. 

Forty years ago thousands of Turkish troops 
invaded and occupied the northern part of Cy-
prus. Thousands of Greek Cypriots were 
forced to flee their homes and many remain 
missing to this day. 

Those forced to flee live as refugees within 
their own country as their former homes re-
main occupied or sold without notification or 
consent. Turkey also continues to obstruct the 
process of determining the fate of the persons 
missing since the invasion. Reports indicate 
that their remains were dumped in a mass 
grave, deemed as a classified military area, 
and are closed off to families of the missing. 

Additionally, freedom of worship continues 
to be severely restricted, access to religious 
sites blocked, religious sites systematically de-
stroyed and a large number of religious and 
archaeological objects stolen. 

The continued occupation of the northern 
part of Cyprus undermines the unified demo-
cratic aspirations of our important ally. 

Mr. Speaker, today I call for an end to the 
occupation and division of Cyprus and urge 
geographic, political, and economic unity. A 
strong and stable democracy in Cyprus is not 
only beneficial to its people but to its relation-
ships with its allies around the world. 

We must work to end the occupation of Cy-
prus for once and for all. I stand with Cyprus 
and urge an end to their 40 year occupation. 
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